Safety Advice 11-2006 (NZ)

October 2006 — Electrician Faultman Fall
Overview of Incident

During a morning task, a faultman fell 4.6 metres while carrying out maintenance work on a
two-pole distribution transformer structure.

The accident happened while the faultman was standing on the transformer platform
working on a hardwood guardrail that supports the low voltage conductors to replace a 230V
fuse carrier. The faultman fell to the ground resulting in broken ribs and fractures to the
pelvis.

There was no evidence of electric shock and the cause of the fall is unknown.
The investigation shows that that he was wearing PPE comprising a hardhat, overalls, boots,

high visibility vest, LV gloves, and leather keepers. He was not wearing a harness or safety
belt.
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