
 

 

   

Destruction of archaeological site/s 

25/5/2016 

Maximo Reference: 89405 

It has been alleged that vegetation clearance in Central Otago 
resulted in extensive and unnecessary damage to Kyeburn 
Diggings, a significant archaeological site/area. 
 
Heritage New Zealand is undertaking an offence investigation, 
under the Heritage New Zealand Pohere Taonga Act.   
 
The vegetation removal and tree felling, which occurred in 
2015, was to remove broom, gorse and wilding pines to ensure 
compliance with the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) 
Regulations 2003. It also involved works in kind requested by 
the landowner. 
 
 

An internal investigation is underway.  It is anticipated that a number of learnings will follow and 
training on archaeological issues and processes will take place for staff and service providers. 
 
Note: Lack of knowledge of the existence of an archaeological site is not an excuse – an offence 
under the Heritage New Zealand Pohere Taonga Act can be committed without intent to destroy 
or damage a site. 

For more information, Name: Adam Henderson 
please contact: Designation: Regional Services Manager 
 Ph: 03 590 7665; 021 445 618 
 adam.henderson@transpower.co.nz 

  
  

WHAT HAPPENED? 

 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO BE TAKEN FOR ALL WORKS 

 

 No earthworks are to occur until archaeological and heritage issues have been assessed by the 
Environment Policy and Planning Group – this directive relates to all earthworks and soil 
disturbance, whether associated with maintenance activities, opex and capex projects, and 
dismantling/removal projects.   

 If you are unsure whether your works involve soil disturbance activities, or whether archaeological 
and heritage issues have been assessed, contact Julia Kennedy (09 590 7272; 021 638 113) or Jo 
Mooar (04 590 6060; 021 833 290) at first instance. 

 No root raking shall occur until further notice.   

LEARNINGS 
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