
  

Date of Issue: 21/06/2017 

Safety Alert – SA399 
Climbing deterrent gate shut fracturing thumb  

Incident Description 
Date of Event:  11/06/2017 Time:          14:00 Location:   HEN_MDN_A0133 Kaipara Coast                                                                                       

Investigation Status:  On-going  

Event Description: 

A two man team were tasked with conducting condition assessments on tower 
structures on the HEN-MDN-A Line. The employee was descending down through the 
Climbing Deterrent gate way which is located near the lower section of a Transmission 
Tower (see photo 1). 

When he was climbing down through the Climbing Deterrent gate to relocate his 
climbing hooks the gate which is opened in an upwards position closed unexpectedly 
and crushed his right Thumb. He used his hardhat to push the gate open and removed 
his thumb from between the frame and the gate.  He climbed down to the ground and 
met with the other team member.  

The glove was cut and removed and tape used to wrap up thumb. 

    

Photo 1                                                  Photo 2                    

 

Potential Outcome: 
There was the potential for the employee to have lost the tip of his finger had he not 
been wearing his gloves.   

Actions Required / Messages: 

1. Trial run drilling new hole near hinge to install the padlock to the frame to prevent 
the gate from closing (Photo 2) and inform Transpower of this trial and corrective 
action  

2. Transpower to review current drawings and the proposed solution to be approved 
by TP engineering.  

3. Inform Transmission Areas in Northpower of Corrective Action and manage as 
required 

SM-EI Reference: NA 

Incident Contact Person: Janine Wagstaff, Transmission HSQE Manager  


